
2021 LEGISLATIVE OVERVIEW
t a c k lin g  g r e e n w a s h in g , a d v a n c in g  r e u s e , a n d  

t a k e  s t e p s  t o w a r d s  f u n d in g  a  c ir c u la r  e c o n o m y

2 0 2 2  Le g is la t iv e  
Up d a t e  - En d  o f S e s s io n

Ca lifo r n ia n s  Ag a in s t  
W a s t e  

Nic o le  Ku r ia n
Ca lifo r n ia n s  Ag a in s t  W a s t e
n ic o le @c a w r e c yc le s .o r g  



20 21 LEGISLATIVE OVERVIEW
tackling greenwashing, advancing reuse, and 

ta ke steps towa rds funding a  circula r economy
Ca lifornia ns  Aga ins t Wa s te  
Nick La pis 
nickla pis@cawrecycles.org |  916.443.5422

20 21 LEGISLATIVE OVERVIEW
ta ckling greenwa shing, a dva ncing reuse, a nd 

ta ke steps towa rds funding a  circula r economy

The mission of Californians Against Waste is to 
protect communities by eliminating the pollution 
inherent in the extraction and disposal of natural 

resources.

CAW believes in preventing waste at its source and 
holding producers responsible throughout a 
product's lifecycle to transition California to a 

thriving circular economy.
CAW's "Extended Family"

2022



S B 5 4
(Re c y c le S m a r t  -

S UPPORT) Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor

https://calmatters.org/environment/2020/09/california-legislature-plastics/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/13/california-plastic-waste-overhall-412807
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Plastic-waste-cuts-probably-headed-to-California-15560608.php


S B 5 4  ( A l le n )  
P la s t ic  P o l lu t io n  P r o d u c e r  Re s p o n s ib i l i t y  A c t  

• Rates and dates for recyclability for
EPS
⚬ 25% by 2025 to 65% by 2032

• PRO must submit a p lan to be  
approved  by CalRecycle  to meet 
outlined  requirements
⚬ PRO must pay for cost of 

implementation and  enforcement

• PRO must pay $500 M per year from 
J an 2027 to J an 2037 for p lastic 
mitigation

• PRO subject to an advisory board

• CalRecycle  can require  
producers/PROs to achieve  these  
rates if PRO fails

CalRecycle Producer Responsibility 
Organizations (PRO)

• Rates and dates for recyclability for
plastic
⚬ 30%by 2028 to 65%by 2032

• PRO must assess a fee on members 
for local implementation, collection, 
etc.



J u n e  30 , 2 0 2 2  
SB 54 passed and is signed by the Governor & the ballot measure is 
withdrawn



S O URCE 
REDUCTIO N

SB 1 0 4 6  (Eg g m a n  & Go n za le z) Pla s t ic  
Pro d u c e  Ba g s

Would prohibit stores from distributing non -compostab le  
p lastic  p roduce  bags and  instead  require  p roduce  bags to 
be  reusab le  or made  from paper or compostab le  mate rials. 
Would  also require  compostab le  p roduce  bags to be  easily 
d istinguishab le  from non-compostab le . - WATCH

Sponsored  by CAW.

AB 1 9 5 3  (Ma ie n s c h e in )  Re filla b le  Wa te r 
Bo t t le  Sta t io n s

Would  mandate  wate r re fill stations in  pub lic areas like  
transit stations and  pub licly owned  build ing s. - WATCH

Sponsored  by CAW and  the  Clean Seas Lobbying  
Coalition.

Die d

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor



AB 2 6 3 8   (Blo o m ) - Wa te r Re fill 
St a t io n s  in  Sc h o o ls
Would mandate refillable water stations be 
installed  in  new-build  and  re trofits in  schools. 

S O URCE 
REDUCTIO NSB 1 2 5 5  (Po rt a n t in o )  Dis h w a s h e r 

Gra n t  Pro g ra m
Creates a  g rant p rog ram for d ishwasher 
systems in  K-12 schools for reusab le  food ware . 
- SUPPORT

Ve toe d  b y the  
Gove rnor

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor



AB 2208  (Ka lr a ) Me rc u ry  la m p s
Prohibits the sale of mercury -con ta in ing  
compa c t a nd  line a r fluo re s ce n t la mp . 
(Na tiona l S te wa rds h ip  Ac tion  Counc il)

S B  1256  (Wie c ko ws k i) S in g le -u s e  
P ro p a n e  Ca n is t e r s
P roh ib its  the  s a le  o f d is pos a b le  1  lb  
p ropa ne  ca n is te rs  s ince  re filla b le  op tions  
ha ve  be come  re a d ily a va ila b le .  - WATCH
(Ca lifo rn ia  P roduc t S te wa rds h ip  Counc il)

Ve toe d  b y the  
Gove rnor

Ha z a r d o u s  
W a s t e

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor



AB 1690  (L.  R iva s ) To b a c c o  Wa s te
Prohibits the sale of single -us e  va pe s ,  
c iga re tte  filte rs ,  a nd  p la s tic  c iga r filte rs .  -
S UP P ORT
S pons ore d  by Na tiona l S te wa rds h ip  Ac tion  
Counc il

Die d

AB 1894  (L.  R iva s ) Ha za rd o u s  
Wa s te  La b e lin g  - Ca n n a b is  Va p e s
This  b ill p roh ib its  on  J u ly 1 ,  2024  -
ca nna b is  ca rtridge s  a nd  in te g ra te d  
ca nna b is  va porize rs  pa cka ge s  from 
implying  the  p roduc t is  d is pos a b le  a nd  
a dds  a dve rtis e me n t a nd  ma rke ting  
re qu ire me n ts .  S pons ore d  by Na tiona l 
S te wa rds h ip  Ac tion  Counc il

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor

Ha z a r d o u s  
W a s t e

Die d



Ba t t e r ie s

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor

SB 1 2 1 5  (Ne w m a n )- Ad d in g  Ba t t e ry -Em b e d d e d  
P ro d u c t s  t o  t h e  Ele c t ro n ic s  Re c y c lin g  Ac t  o f 2 0 0 3
Expands CA’s 2003 E-was te  Recycling program to cove r any 
product tha t conta ins  a  non-removable  ba tte ry, including 
e s tablishing an advanced disposa l fee  for these  products . -
SUPPORT
Co-sponsored by Ca lifornia  P roduct S tewardship Council, 

Re thinkWas te and CAW. 

AB 2 4 4 0  (Irw in ) - Re s p o n s ib le  Ba t t e ry  Re c y c lin g  Ac t  
o f 2 0 2 2

Would e s tablish a  manufacture r-run s tewardship program for a lka line  
and recha rgeable  ba tte rie s  and require  a ll re ta il cha ins  tha t s e ll 
ba tte rie s  to provide  free  collection for consumers .- SUPPORT
Co-sponsored by Ca lifornia  P roduct S tewardship Council, 

Re thinkWas te and CAW. 

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor



A B  2 0 2 6  ( F r i e d m a n )
E - C o m m e r c e  P a c k a g i n g

Required a reduction in use 
of s ingle -use  pla s tic shipping 
packaging, like  bubble  
ma ile rs  and packing 
peanuts .- SUPPORT
Sponsored by Oceana , 
Ca lP IRG, and Environment 
Ca lifornia .

DOW NS TREAM 
REDUCTION

Die d

Die d



S B 13 8 3  
Im p le m e n t a t io n

AB 1 9 8 5  (R. Riv a s )  
Org a n ic s  P ro c u re m e n t  
This bill phases in the procurement requirements 
of SB 1383 to a llow additiona l time  for loca l 
gove rnments  to deve lop sus ta inable  marke ts  for 
compos t and othe r organic was te  products . -
SUPPORT

Co-sponsored by CAW, League  of Citie s , and 
Re think Was te . 

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor



Re c y c lin g
Ma r k e t s

A B  2 7 8 4  ( Ti n g )
T h e r m o f o r m  P l a s t i c  Mi n i m u m  R e c y c l e d  
C o n t e n t
Would require thermoform plastic containers to contain 
specified amounts  of pos tconsumer the rmoform recycled 
pla s tic. - SUPPORT

A B  2 7 7 9  ( Ir w i n )  C a n n e d  Wi n e  a n d  
D i s t i l l e d  S p i r i t s
Would expand Ca lifornia 's  bottle  bill to cove r wine  and 
dis tilled spirits  solid in cans . - SUPPORT

S B  1 0 1 3  ( A t k i n s )  Wi n e  a n d  D i s t i l l e d  
S p i r i t s
Would expand Ca lifornia 's  bottle  bill to cove r a ll wine  and 
dis tilled spirits .

Die d

Ve toe d  b y the  
Gove rnor

Passe d  & Sig ne d  
b y the  Gove rnor



Th a n k  y o u !
N ic o le  Ku r ia n  |  Le g is la t iv e  Dir e c t o r  

n ic o le @c a w r e c y c le s .o r g

O ff ic e : ( 9 1 6 ) 4 4 3 -5 4 2 2
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